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unmerited pensions, and to appropriate the produce to the
necessities of the State."
This Petition put into vigorous language precisely that
sense of public danger which the Rockingham party had
set itself to excite In the nation, and It limited its programme
to the remedies In support of which that party was united.
The adoption of the Petition was followed by a second
Important and startling event. The meeting decided to
form a Committee "to carry on the necessary correspond-
ence for effectually promoting the object of the Petition,
and to prepare a plan of an Association on legal and con-
stitutional grounds to support that laudable reform, and
such other measures as may conduce to restore the freedom
of Parliament." Other meetings soon followed. A county
meeting for Hampshire was held at Winchester immediately
after the York meeting, and a few days later a most influ-
ential meeting of the nobility, gentry, clergy and freeholders
of the County of Middlesex was held at Hackney, adopted
a Petition in the terms of the Yorkshire Petition, and decided
to establish a Committee to correspond with the Associations
of other counties, and to open communications immediately
with the County of York. In Wiltshire Shelburne and Fox
were amongst the speakers, and Fox summed up the whole
spirit of the agitation in one sentence, when he declared,
that though he had made very many public speeches, this
was the first time he had spoken to an uncorrupt assembly.
The Yorks Petition was also adopted at County meetings
in Surrey, Essex, Cumberland, Dorset, Gloucestershire, and
Sussex, where the Duke of Richmond called the meeting
himself because the Sheriff refused. But the most important
meeting of all was held in Westminster Hall, February 1780,
when Fox presided over a large and Influential assembly,
which included besides Burke, the Duke of Portland, the
Cavendishes, Wilkes and Townshend. The meeting is his-
torical, for it was the occasion on which Fox was first
proposed as the future candidate for Westminster. This
series of meetings made a profound impression on the Court